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TURKEY IN EUROPE. II » 

THE " wild " world of today is not western America but 
southeastern Europe and the confines of Asia. Al- 
though this region is populated by Aryans, its condition 
is lamentably backward. For the most part its social organi- 
zation is still in the early patriarchal state ; and where it is most 
advanced economically the fact is due either to benevolent and 
concealed despotism or else, at best, to a half-theocratic clan- 
ship or tribal form of government. The physical geography of 
this vast area, which is utterly unknown to the great majority 
of intelligent men in the West, determines to a high degree its 
social structure. Nowhere is the relation between man and his 
habitat closer; nowhere is politics more sternly conditioned by 
natural resources and climatic conditions. If there is to be a 
high civilization in the Balkan peninsula, it will be of a sort 
unfamiliar to modern Europeans and demanding for generations 
to come a very charitable and considerate treatment from 
western nations, but it will be suited to the qualities of the 
inhabitants. During our time there is perpetual friction ; there 
are frequent clashes with those who claim authority, and some 
blood is shed. While elsewhere there is the hush of armed 
peace, among the tribesmen of Morocco and the clans- 
men of Albania there is the babel of tongues, the shouting of 
captains, the violence of barbarism, the menace of a spreading 
conflagration. Warfare, so scientific in the equilibrium of its 
forces elsewhere, is primitive and brutal wherever the world- 
politics of the great western powers inflame the local passions 
of tribal jealousy. 

To what extent the great powers are responsible for the un- 
rests of the wilderness and the desert only history as it will be 
written long hence can determine. Nor will the facts when known 
be likely to fit snugly into a definite master-scheme of policy. 
Today for instance we are fully aware of the three widely 

1 A preliminary study appeared in the Political Science Quarterly, vol. xxiii, 
pp. 297-319. 
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different policies which made a united Italy, respectively exem- 
plified in the work of Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi, and though 
as we get a longer perspective we see how their efforts converged 
to one result, it is still clear that their aims were widely at vari- 
ance. Again, the transformations in Cuba and Mexico have 
been brought about in large measure by daring adventurers, 
backed by private capital, unscrupulously concealing their 
motives behind such slogans as patriotism and liberty, choosing 
for their seat of war the frontier of a powerful and jealous 
nation in order to menace the temporarily constituted authority 
with intervention. With affairs in Morocco we have here noth- 
ing to do, but all the world understands how skilfully the policing 
of a frontier has been made a pretext for the overthrow of a 
rude and corrupt despotism ; for the game, as played since the 
Algeciras conference and before, is played with open hands 
and cards on the board — a sort of double dummy. The stake 
appears to be won, however, in this case, not by one but by all 
of the players : Germany gets a slice of the French Congo to 
widen her possessions in the Cameroons ; France secures a pro- 
tectorate over Morocco and rounds out her vast colonial empire 
in northwestern Africa; Spain is recognized as a power and 
slightly enlarges her African possessions ; Great Britain assures 
herself the open door. To this end there have been intermin- 
able negotiations, emphasized by a warship here and an army 
there and a fleet set on a war footing somewhere else, but there 
has been no overt war. 

In miniature, something similar has been going on since the 
spring of 191 1 in the Balkans — in microscopic miniature, per- 
haps, but still on a sufficient scale to give cold shivers to Turkey 
in Europe, to compel the mobilization of armies and to force 
the Young Turk government in Constantinople to fulfil some few 
of the many promises it made when, three years ago, Abdul 
Hamid was unseated and sent a prisoner to Salonica. My last 
account of Turkey in Europe was written when the dethroned 
caliph was feeling quite secure ; in other words, when his anxious 
complots, espionage, bribery, peculation, poses, tergiversations 
and hypocrisies were all working as well, if not better, than ever. 
His sudden overthrow was the work of men who, having long 
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lived at Paris or elsewhere in western Europe — but, unfortu- 
nately, in self-contained groups, ignorant of the aims and meth- 
ods of European statecraft — believed that they had found 
in the superficial observation of their surroundings and in the 
perspective of distance a solution for all the woes of Turkey. 
Remarking what slender influence was apparently exerted by 
religious, confessional and even race distinctions, they conceived 
the possibility of melting together Moslems of every sect, Chris- 
tians of all denominations and races of every variety within the 
boundaries of Turkey into a type citizen, a Turk ; all alike 
tolerant one of the other, at least in unessential differences, 
working together in all essential labors to create a modern na- 
tion — and this throughout lands where, until the performance of 
this miracle, there had been but a congeries of human beings, 
seeking each his own advantage in the destruction of others, 
cultivating each his own traditions to the detestation of every- 
one else's, despising order because the price of order was the 
endurance of not merely autocratic, but tyrannical, oppressive 
savagely enforced rule, under commands given in ignorance and 
sanctioned by brutality. 

These well-meaning sciolists in the art and science of politics 
had an elaborate plan. They secured the cooperation of an army 
composed of first-class material and trained by the best German 
teachers. With this wonderful engine they accomplished a coup 
d'itat as theatrical and ruthless as any known to history. They 
then set up what resembled a constitutional government ; elec- 
tions, parliament, checks on the crown and on its functions, ad- 
ministrative, judicial and military. There has since been the 
outward semblance of free institutions. But two things do not 
so quickly and easily change : race prejudice and human nature. 
The army made the new Turkey ; the generals are its masters, 
as far as there is a real control from within throughout the em- 
pire. Founded on force, it appeals to force at every crisis. 
Nothing has yet occurred that indicates a sincere effort to pro- 
mote true reform. In private circles it is frankly asserted, and 
even in the newspapers it may be read between the lines, that 
the greater the apparent change in Turkey the more persistent 
is its unchanged identity, except in the single respect that for 
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the white (silver) bribe the new authorities have substituted the 
yellow (gold). To get anything done requires ten times the 
secret-service money now that it did under Abdul Hamid, for 
the simple reason that there is now a division of powers and the 
oil in the can has more pivots to lubricate than before. At any 
rate, while fleet and army equipment, foreign relations, consti- 
tutional adaptation, anything and everything except internal re- 
form have been occupying the attention of Constantinople and 
the newspaper correspondents kept there to supply news to the 
western world, every single problem of Turkey's local and tribal 
affairs has remained not merely unsolved but untouched. 

The old, disintegrating ideals have been more lively in ac- 
tion than ever. Six millions of Romaic-speaking self-styled 
Greeks plan, plot and furnish money for the " great idea " of an 
enlarged Hellas and the restoration of Byzantium. The Moslem 
Arabs of the great desert peninsula on the Red Sea want gov- 
ernors who are not licensed robbers and a caliph who is an Arab 
Moslem, not a Turkish half-Giaour. The Macedonians call for 
an end of rapine and murder. The immense South-Slav or 
Servian-Croatian population does not forget for an instant the 
passion for a Great Servia. Bulgaria, the hope of Great Britain 
in certain eventualities, keenly notes and quickly seizes every 
important chance for enlargement of her borders or her prestige. 
She on one side of Macedonia and Greece on the other keep 
afoot guerilla bands, incessantly troubling the racial and confes- 
sional waters of that distracted land. Rumania is quiescent, 
but she has agents among the Wallachs, a scattered, wild, de- 
graded folk, found half-nomadic in various parts of Macedonia. 
The difficulties created by these conditions, in connection with 
similar perplexities in Asia Minor and Syria, have kept Turkey 
more distracted than ever. A government feebly constitutional, 
though backed by an obedient army, does not supply the men- 
struum to dissolve all these mutually repellant elements into 
even an inchoate nationality. 

Optimists were disposed three years ago to believe the Bal- 
kan question settled, at least for many years, by the success 
of the Young Turkey movement — a movement to " turkify" 
Turkey in Europe. The German and Austro-Hungarian 
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writers, especially, summoned the economic hosts of these mon- 
archies to the rich trade banquet set before them. The eco- 
nomic struggle for southeastern Europe, with its magnificent 
mineral and agricultural resources, was to be renewed with 
vigor ; and the rate at which the trade of German lands with 
all four of the Balkan kingdoms revived was for a time most 
satisfactory. Hungary was not quite so successful as Germany 
and Austria, having on her hands a problem similar to Turkey's 
and equally exasperating — the " magyarization " of Germans, 
Slavs, Jews and gypsies. 

It is curious that the southeastern portions of Europe and of 
Asia alike should be ethnographic museums, or rather racial 
battle-grounds. But no other spot except the southeastern 
peninsula of Asia is comparable for race confusion, tribal tur- 
moil and widespread anarchy with the great southeastern pen- 
insula of Europe. Accordingly, disinterested pessimists were 
not disappointed when, during the past season, beginning with 
the early spring, the race volcano exploded once again and the 
political earth began to quake. The origin and, in part at 
least, the continuance of the seismic storm are ascribed by 
many to the reviving ambition of a ruler, lately moved by 
dynastic reasons and permitted by other dynasties to change 
his style of prince to that of king, Nicholas of Montenegro. 
The occasion was the discontent of tribes hitherto his bitter 
foes, portions of a mysterious people known to us as Albanians 
or, from the Turkish designation, as Arnauts, to themselves as 
Shkipitari, the eagle's brood. Their home is the wild moun- 
tain country south of Montenegro, stretching eastward from the 
Adriatic for about a hundred and fifty miles and southward as 
far as the confines of modern Greece. It is the country known 
to classical students as Epirus. The discontent of its inhab- 
itants was due to attempts at " turkification." 

The northern portion of Albania and the western half of 
Montenegro is a country that seems to have been cursed with 
barrenness. It is purely alpine, and alpine of that wilderness 
type known as " karst," rocky limestone weathered black. To 
one who has never seen the "Black Mountains" words cannot 
describe the forbidding, awe-inspiring nakedness of the " karst." 
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Yet everywhere among these rocks is human society of a primi- 
tive type. As the earth-fires cooled they left here and there 
little irregular volcanic funnels, varying in breadth from fifty to 
five hundred feet. These, either by natural attrition and mould 
formation or by artificial filling with earth, painfully gathered 
by hand from the interstices of the rock, or by both means, are 
now fairly full of soil, which, were sun and temperature more 
gracious, would yield fair crops. On the lower levels, indeed, 
there grow the better grains and fruits, but on the inclement 
mountain sides there are to be seen only a kind of buckwheat, 
potatoes and the coarser hay grasses. Elsewhere than in these 
pockets, there are scattered blades of grass, scrubby bush 
growth of several varieties, with an occasional grove of un- 
daunted dwarf beech or birch and, sometimes, a real tree. 
Here and there in this wilderness are extensive vales with fer- 
tile soil, but as yet these are forest thickets or malarial marshes. 
Less frequent are stretches a few miles long and broad where 
the tillage is admirable. The extent of these "karst" regions 
is very great. They begin as far westward as Carniola and 
appear at frequent intervals in great expanses over the whole 
of Europe south of the Danube. But it is in Montenegro and 
upper Albania that the dismal supremacy of "karst" is undis- 
puted either by nature or by man. Each successive district of 
Albania southward is more fertile and better tilled, but in all 
of them the social conditions and the means of communication 
are primitive. 

Our latest state-science has determined that mountain ranges 
and not river channels form proper boundary lines. Such slopes 
and summits as we have described are not only a frontier, they 
are a naturally fortified and garrisoned frontier. The nomad 
herdsmen who range them are born soldiers, and each carries 
in his capacious belt his own arsenal of weapons and ammuni- 
tion. The names by which those on the Montenegrin border 
are designated are Mirdites and Malissores. Among all the 
Albanians they have been the fiercest opponents to the oncom- 
ing Servian wave of settlement, and their country has been the 
bulwark of Turkey at its weakest because most inaccessible 
boundary line. Regular troops cannot be sent in large numbers 
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where there are no roads, nor can they be employed to advan- 
tage where the only possible type of warfare is guerrilla fighting. 
Albania was and is the indispensable safeguard of Turkey in 
Europe against Servian aggression along the Adriatic shore. 
This can be explained only by a short excursion into anthro- 
pology and history. 

Of prehistoric man in the Balkan peninsula little is known 
except from a few excavations, which make us familiar with his 
rude buildings, his graves, his ornaments and some utensils that 
have withstood the ravages of thirty-five or more centuries. 
The dawn of history tells of Illyrians on the Adriatic; of 
Thracians to the eastward, south of the Danube; and of 
Scythians north of that river. If, as is held, the primitive 
peoples were round-headed and of the Mediterranean type, the 
Thracians, of whom we have portraits in relief carved in stone, 
were of the North-European type, Germanic in character. 
Their head dress, body garments and trousers were elaborate 
in fold and design, the legs being clad either in wide, flowing 
pantaloons that hung in carefully arranged creases, or else in 
tight-fitting garments, equally elaborate in creasing, like the 
leggings familiar to us as puttees. The garb of the Rumanians 
and some of the Servian peasants is but a slight modification of 
this Thracian clothing combined with the Roman tunic. The 
ancient and modern footgear are identical, a sort of laced moc- 
casin called, in the Slavic tongue, opankas. The elaborate 
Thracian hair-dressing also survives. These Thracians included 
a score or more of stocks, notably the Getians, Dacians and 
Trojans, not to mention the Phrygians, Mcesians and Lydians. 
They penetrated in the Balkans as far as Bceotia and Attica, 
whence they were expelled by the Ionians. They were a num- 
erous and mighty people. 

So too were the Scythians — a designation used, however, for 
two entirely different peoples : one, the Mongolians who over- 
ran northern India, the other, like the Thracians, a north-Euro- 
pean stock, which, according to the latest indications, came from 
the shores of the Baltic. These were a fair-skinned, blue-eyed, 
blonde-haired race. Driven from their seats by the advancing 
Germans, they moved southward into the heart of Europe, and 
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thence southeastward, coming into contact with the Thracians 
at many points. Their clothing consisted of coat, trousers and 
shoes, resembling those of their Thracian predecessors, but dif- 
fering too in important respects. They carried bow, sword and 
lance, were daring horsemen, steed and rider being sometimes 
encased in rough armor. Of their many stems the Parthians 
were the most important. They were not akin to either Finns 
or Turks. The pictures of Scythians portrayed on contempo- 
rary monuments which have been excavated and the character 
of all the remains found in graves exhibit them as a northern 
folk. In the opinion of experts their customs were very like 
those of the ancient Germans, including the blood covenant, the 
personification and worship of the war-god in the form of a 
sword, the sacrifice of horses, drinking from skulls and the use 
of twigs and beef-collops in augury. Similar, also, was their 
savagery in battle. 

Of the third great immigrant stock, the Illyrians, very little is 
known except that they too were Indo-European, that they came 
from the North, and that they occupied what today is Servia, 
Croatia, Dalmatia and northern Italy. The names of about a 
dozen Illyrian tribes occur in classical literature; the Venetians, 
Messapians, Iapygians and Liburnians being the most important. 
Their southward movement, like that of the Thracians and 
Scythians, appears to have been arrested by the fact that the 
end of the peninsula was already occupied by an earlier people, 
the Hellenes or Greeks. 

That descendants of all these various peoples, Thracians, 
Scythians, Illyrians and Greeks, still survive in the Balkan 
peninsula no one doubts ; how numerous, how free from mis- 
cegenation with later immigrant peoples is, of course, a ques- 
tion still to be answered, if at all, by anthropological and lin- 
guistic studies more thorough than any hitherto undertaken. 
Hence the wide difference in hypotheses and deductions, both 
of which are as numerous and unsubstantial as moths flitting 
around a candle. The Greeks believed that certain Pelasgians 
had preceded them and had been driven back into the north- 
western snow-capped mountains ; and consequently there is 
some fine writing today about the surviving direct descendants 
of the Pelasgians. 
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With the Roman conquest a new element of population was 
added ; there were legionaries, more or less latinized, who for 
various reasons remained in various parts of the peninsula, from 
Dacia on the north to Achaia on the south. In the third cen- 
tury of our era still another immigration occurred : that of the 
Goths, a people of almost pure Germanic race from the north. 
Thereupon, coming from central Asia, the Huns poured their 
Mongolian flood across the northern Balkans as far as Constan- 
tinople. Early in the fifth century there is mention for the first 
time of the Slavs. These were in origin Indo-European again, 
but in their earliest seats they had so commingled with Mongols 
and Finns that from their very first appearance as a historic force 
they were clearly a mixed race. About 585 appeared in the 
same districts another Asiatic people, the Avars. Close upon 
their heels followed the Bulgars, whose seats had been on the 
lower Bolga or Volga and whose nearest kinship was with the 
Turks. They penetrated into Macedonia in large numbers, 
stragglers advancing even into the Peloponnesus. Once settled, 
they quickly assimilated themselves, and very closely, with the 
Slavs ; and these Bulgarized Slavs founded an empire which in- 
cluded the lands of the Danube, Wallachia with a part of Hun- 
gary, as well as their own territory — a mighty empire which 
lasted for nearly three centuries. During this period there 
entered the districts north of the Danube three peoples of un- 
known descent: the Hungarians, a Ugrian-Turcoman folk 
from Asia, and two Turkish stocks, the Patzinakians and the 
Kumanians. 

Of the mighty Slav stock much is known. Traces of their 
earliest settlements have been found clear across Europe as far 
as Hanover, but the Germans forced them back across the 
Elbe. Their seats were the banks of the Dniepr river, in what 
is known today as southern Russia, and the prevailing hypothe- 
sis makes them descendants of or close kin to the Scythians, 
but so commingled with the other race stocks enumerated that 
they appear to be a composite race. Into the very heart of their 
vast territory the Hungarians drove themselves like a wedge ; and 
for generations the northern and southern groups lived in differ- 
ent environments and under different conditions — a fact which 
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created and perpetuated substantial variations, although in type 
and language and even in basic institutions they are even now 
no more differentiated than the Spanish and Portuguese, and 
much less than the Italians and Spanish or any other two of the 
Romanic peoples. The South Slavs are first discernible in the 
Balkan peninsula in the sixth century ; in the seventh they 
began to settle westward of the Bulgarians, south of the Danube, 
occupying the Roman province of Mcesia, and receiving the 
contemptuous name of Servians, slaves. In the eighth century 
they accepted Christianity and down to the eleventh were at 
best a protectorate, more often a dependency, of Byzantium. 
In the eleventh century they successively and successfully as- 
serted independence as separate stocks, and in 1165 these were 
united under a dynasty which in 1222 was recognized by both 
the pope and by the emperor at Constantinople. They devel- 
oped a civilization that was quite remarkable ; and under the 
Czar Stephan Duschan (1330— 1335) the empire embraced, in 
addition to its original domains, Macedonia, Albania, Thessaly, 
Bulgaria and northern Greece. This great Servian conqueror 
reached the very gates of Constantinople with his summons of 
surrender; but there he died; and his lands, united only by 
his imperious will, fell apart, a prey to warring ambitions. In 
1453 Muhammed II, the great Osman Turk, after capturing 
Constantinople, marched onward with his invincible horde, and 
all the Balkans were soon brought under Turkish sway, a grind- 
ing tyranny that lasted nearly four centuries. 

These Turks came from the northern and eastern regions of 
central Asia. A branch of them, the Seljukes, so named from 
their leader, overran Armenia, parts of Persia and finally Asia 
Minor. By a union of all their kindred in these Anatolian lands 
was formed the Osmanlis — another group-name derived from a 
proper name, that of Osman, foremost of their chiefs. With 
their appearance in the Balkan peninsula the long roll-call of 
national and race elements in that distracted portion of Europe 
is completed. Not one of these elements has remained entirely 
pure ; even those that were fairly homogeneous have admitted 
alien strains ; and the same is true of their languages and insti- 
tutions. Yet all survive, and all hold fast to their traditions 
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and look forward to the restoration of their ancient dominion 
and glories. The situation is sadly complicated by the strife 
of confessions : Islam with Christianity — and alas ! a divided 
Christianity, the adherents of the Greek church, at least among 
the masses, regarding those of the Roman confession as utter 
outcasts, and vice versa. Both churchs are overlaid with super- 
stitions, intolerance, dogmatic and ritualistic corruptions; but 
the wonder is only that, after so many centuries of oppression, 
abuse and degradation, they are not worse than they are. 

Briefly to characterize these variegated stocks is difficult, but 
a few facts must be stated. The Turk is of middle stature, 
strongly Asiatic type, disposed to obesity. In character he is 
serious, courteous, hospitable and brave, but intolerant to the 
verge of brutality. His ethnic composition is displayed in the 
ingredients of his speech, the original forms and vocabulary of 
which are overlaid with a mixture of Slavic, Greek, Romanic, 
Spanish, Persian and Arabic elements, these last two predomin- 
ating, especially in the scanty literature of the language. 

The Slavs of the peninsula are generally designated as Serbo- 
Croats. They number at least nine million. They are a power- 
ful race, tall and yet sturdy, with heads so domelike and short 
as to attract the attention of the most casual observer. The 
Servians are Greek Catholics and use the Cyrillic alphabet ; the 
Croats are Roman Catholics and use the Roman alphabet ; nearly 
all the so-called Turks of Bosnia and the Herzegovina are Mu- 
hammedan Slavs. The districts of the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy known as Croatia, Carniola, Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
Dalmatia, Slavonia and Istria are populated almost exclusively 
by Serbo-Croatians ; and there are many of them in Hungary 
and in both Trieste and Fiume. Servia proper is, of course, 
exclusively theirs, as too is little Montenegro; but there are 
many in Bulgaria and even in Rumania, and also in Macedonia 
and Albania, under Turkish rule. While they vary widely 
in religion, in costume and, to a certain extent, in habits, yet 
they speak the same language and are indisputably homogene- 
ous in race. Their language is relatively pure, purer than their 
originally mixed blood. Ages of oppression did not leave the 
Servian character unharmed. Those who professed Islam 
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under terror became in time thorough Moslems, and so remain, 
combining the native virtues of the stock with those inculcated 
in Muhammedan morality ; but the great mass of the peasantry 
grew tricky, shy, lazy and untrustworthy. Their religion could 
not counteract the degradation of their slavery, and the com- 
paratively short period of emancipation has not sufficed to put 
them in even the middle rank of stalwart manliness. The life 
of Belgrade is in many respects sadly debased. The Croatians 
have improved beyond recognition under Austro-Hungarian 
rule, in which they share, and the Montenegrins shine in the 
possession of many primitive virtues. The Montenegrin court 
is as much a model as that of Belgrade is a warning. For the 
most part the South Slav, the Serbo-Croatian, is a man of the 
fields ; though his women do more of the burdensome work of 
tillage than elsewhere in the world. Few are devoted to trade, 
industry or commerce ; but these few seem fairly successful. 
Such exploitation of the great mineral and forest wealth in their 
territories as there is — it is as yet inconsiderable — appears to 
be in the hands of foreigners, who obtain concessions with 
difficulty and are not over-secure in their possession. 

Of the Greeks so much has been said that few words are here 
needed. Their bitter foes admit that in the Balkan peninsula 
alone they number six million ; the number is certainly larger, 
probably eight million, and in the Levant there are probably two 
million more. They are shrewd and successful merchants, 
amassing enormous fortunes which they liberally distribute for 
the promotion of Greek interests both in the smaller and greater 
Hellas. Their agricultural capacities are very limited and in- 
ferior. The race is far from pure ; there has been a steady 
ebb and flow of migration within historic times, and the admix- 
ture with Slav and other elements is well attested. In middle 
Greece, in remote mountain vales, in some towns and in some 
of the islands, the Greek blood flows purest. Elsewhere they 
have commingled freely with Slavs and Albanians. Tens of 
thousands of these last are found throughout Greece proper ; 
they have retained their language and their original character, 
altogether avoiding intermarriage with the Greeks ; yet they feel 
themselves as Greek as their neighbors. In one respect only 
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are these immigrant Albanians and the native Greeks almost 
completely united : they are nearly all of the orthodox Greek 
confession, and this is a strong bond. There are indeed other 
bonds : for the most part these Albanians, like the Greeks, are 
descendants of men who suffered from Turkish oppression, and 
the two races have a common tradition of bitter hatred against 
the Turks. They have also in common — and this is perhaps 
the strongest tie — the omnipresent " great idea," the restoration 
of the Byzantine Empire with Constantinople as its capital. 

The Albanians ! This extraordinary folk is the riddle, the 
puzzle, the mystery of both science and politics in southeastern 
Europe. As we have already noted, they populate Albania 
proper almost exclusively; within its bounds Slavs are very 
rare and Slavism is detested. Some Albanians are Roman 
Catholics and despise Greek orthodoxy, many more are Mos- 
lems and loathe Christianity. There are North Albanians hav- 
ing very little intercourse with South Albanians. They number 
but a quarter of a million, all told, and of these no fewer than 
ninety thousand are in Greece. In matters social and political, 
they appear to represent a development arrested centuries ago, 
if not in prehistoric times. They are in the tribal stage, in some 
places in the patriarchal. They have the point of honor de- 
veloped to the verge of absurdity; and each carries on his 
person a small arsenal of arms and ammunition. They shave 
their heads close, except for one untonsured circle on the 
crown ; here is left a kind of hair plume which is the badge of 
their nationality. They wear gaudy and embroidered gar- 
ments, which are often neither clean nor whole, and they strut 
the earth like lords. They have been styled the armed chil- 
dren of Europe. Yet they are admirable as tillers of the soil, 
obstinate in the defence of their rights, courageous as few 
others, passionate in their patriotism, loyal to their chiefs, and 
hospitable to strangers who learn and observe their ways. 
They are of middle stature and spare frame, lithe and active, 
and are in almost equal proportions blonde and brunette. 
They regard themselves as a people because they have one ter- 
ritory and one language, one tradition, and, as they believe, one 
origin. The Skumbi river divides the Ghegs of the North from 
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the Tosks of the South ; and though the dialects of the two 
differ so widely as to make intercourse difficult, yet the differ- 
ences are those of forms and expressions, not of grammar and 
vocabulary. The language is made up of very diverse ele- 
ments. Of 5140 important words about half are importations: 
1420 are Rumanian, 11 80 Turkish, 840 Greek and 540 Slav; 
less than 400 are taken to be of ancient Illyrian origin. Never- 
theless, the generally accepted hypothesis as to the origin of 
Albanians is that when the Thracians were driven from their 
seats they migrated westward, commingled with the Illyrians in 
the fastnesses of the Albanian Alps, an inaccessible, defensible 
region of majestic, snow-clad peaks and narrow vales, where 
eventually a few Goths and some Serbo-Croats gained admis- 
sion, and that the resultant of all these elements is the persist- 
ent, primitive, obdurate Albanian people. Their nearest kin 
are to be found in certain districts of the Herzegovina, where 
in type, garb and character certain communities strongly re- 
semble the Albanian. These recognize a degree of relation- 
ship, but are slowly being absorbed into the somewhat higher 
civilization arising under Austrian rule. The Albanians who 
are living at home, within the Turkish Empire, distrust the new 
Turkish administration more than the old. The old regime 
grossly abused the little power it had, but it was so feeble that 
it dared not impinge deeply on the tribal self-government. 
The Young Turks, in the effort to bring Albania into their con- 
stitutional regime, employed military force ; but they succeeded 
only in exasperating the clans, especially the Malissores and 
Mirdites of North Albania, into a resistance that could be 
broken only by extermination. Under pressure from the great 
powers, the Constantinople authorities were forced to abandon 
their scheme of amalgamation ; the wild tribes of the North 
secured all their demands, in the South almost equal conces- 
sions were made, and Albania is nearer to a united half-sov- 
ereign independence than ever. The bulwark of Turkey against 
Slav encroachment is outwardly maintained, but only by the 
reversal of the widely heralded policy of " turkification." 

The Bulgarians or Volgarians were, if names and traditions 
have significance, originally an Altaic, Asiatic horde which 
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overran large portions of the Balkan peninsula, as nomads do, 
but were driven back by the Bosnians, Servians, Albanians and 
Turks into the districts which their descendants now occupy, 
then settled to a considerable extent by South Slavs. These 
they subjugated ; but, as so often occurs when a lower over- 
comes a higher civilization, the conquerors adopted the religion, 
manners and speech of the conquered, began at once to merge 
with the earlier population, and so inaugurated the process 
which has made the Bulgarian of today a Greek Catholic 
(though in a national church not subject to Byzantium), a Slav 
in dress and style, speaking pure Slavic with only the most 
trifling modifications, and asserting a separate nationality only 
in his history, in slight physical traces of Altaic origin and in a 
slender vocabulary of Altaic words now embodied in the speech 
of the country. They number about four million; occupy 
Bulgaria and East Rumelia, which together form their king- 
dom ; have many kinsfolk in Macedonia, to the east of Albania, 
and some thousands in Rumania. They are of medium height 
and powerful build ; their heads are neither short nor long, but 
of a middle type, quite their own ; and they have oval faces, 
with rather high cheek-bones. In northern districts some of 
them exhibit a fairly strong Asiatic type, almost Mongolian, but 
southward they are more and more purely Slav. Their char- 
acter is very unlike that of the Servians and Rumanians. Dis- 
posed as they are to quick, fierce surges of passion and prompt 
revenge, they are also intelligent, laborious and thrifty. Like 
the Servians they are a peasant folk, but both their farming and 
gardening are admirable, which cannot be said of the Servians. 
They cling to their picturesque garb, and the women's cos- 
tumes glow with rich color and effective, though coarse, em- 
broideries. 

Scattered far and near over the Balkans is a people almost, if 
not quite, as enigmatical as the Albanians. They are irreclaim- 
ably nomadic, living meanly by the produce of small herds of 
goats or sheep. In Macedonia, Greece, Servia and Bulgaria 
their little bands are everywhere found on the mountain sides 
and upland pastures. Investigators have counted twenty-two 
different designations by which they are known. The generally 
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accepted name in anthropology is that of Aromunes, goat wan- 
derers ; but they are most widely known as Vlachs or Wallachs, 
sometimes as Kutzovlachs. Six hundred years ago they were 
exactly what they are today. They have not advanced a single 
step towards a higher civilization, having neither settled habita- 
tions nor even the most primitive agriculture. In the countries 
enumerated above, through which they wander, repeated efforts 
have been made to subdue their vagabond propensities, and at 
wide intervals of time and space a small proportion has been 
established in villages ; but the vast majority still roam as be- 
fore. Their racial unity cannot be doubted. In the first place 
they have a physical type all their own : middle stature, round 
faces, coarse but regular features, straight noses, large full 
mouths, brownish-yellow skins and, for the most part, black 
hair. The women are most unlovely and are careless in their 
attire — flowing, coarse garments of skin and rough woollen 
stuff. Though cautious and suspicious, when reassured they 
are lively, good-natured and hospitable. Secondly, they speak 
the same language, the Rumanian. They speak it, of course, 
with variations, and these extend so far that in Rumania, Hun- 
gary, the Bukowina, Russia, Bulgaria and Carniola their speech 
is called " Dacian Rumanian " ; in Macedonia, northern Greece, 
Epirus, Albania, Servia, Bosnia and Bulgaria it is styled " Aru- 
manian"; in Istria and around Fiume, " Istrorumanian " ; and 
finally, to the north of Salonica, " Meglen." But these varia- 
tions do not prevent the intercourse of all the stocks with each 
other, and the language, though composite, is a unit. Its three 
basic elements are, in the order of importance, Dacian, Latin 
and Bulgarian, with a very considerable intermixture of Greek, 
Turkish and Hungarian. Their garb is substantially identical in 
all places, very different from that of those among whom they 
mingle : men and women wear wool jackets, pellisses of fur and 
skin, embroidered shirts (those of the males short, of the 
females long), over drawers and trousers, with laced sandals of 
leather, and leggings ; the head dress is generally a fur cap, 
sometimes peaked, sometimes flat. They have the same skill 
as had the ancient Thracians in folds and pleats, and their passion 
for color produces a revel of shrieking contrasts. The women 
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wear sometimes felt hats, flat or tall, sometimes hoods with 
ribbon streamers or, again, no head dress at all, except that 
their hair is drawn back straight and braided. They are still a 
prehistoric folk, living like troglodytes, using hand mills and 
clay ovens. They squat in sitting, shake the head to affirm and 
nod in negation. This extraordinary stock is, of course, most 
numerous in Rumania itself, the kingdom formed from the one- 
time Turkish provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia, and now in- 
cluding the Dobrudja. Within this kingdom and in Hungary, 
much has been accomplished in raising the living standard from 
that of the nomads who dwell without. Village life has been 
established, a firm government inaugurated, education regulated 
and improved, agriculture introduced. The land was from im- 
memorial times in the possession of feudal owners, and the aris- 
tocratic families still give direction to the life and customs of 
the peasantry. For the most part they have been under Rus- 
sian influence for generations and have had North Slavic blood 
in their veins as well as North Slavic ideas in their minds. With 
great pride in the Roman origin which they claim, they 
turned, after their emancipation, away from Russian influence 
and the Turkish yoke toward French sources of culture. The 
refinements of French life have been widely introduced among 
them ; in some cases and in certain ways to the advancement of 
a real civilization, in other ways and degrees to the practice of 
excesses due to moral unripeness. 

Taking the Rumanians as a nation, for that they are beyond 
a doubt, the question of their origin is insoluble. The convic- 
tion held by themselves, to wit, that they are the direct descend- 
ants of Roman legionaries and the coloni of old Dacia Trajana, 
is untenable. In the first place, Vopiscus declares that Aurelian 
withdrew the Roman soldiery across the Danube out of old 
Dacia and abandoned the province ; in the second place, there 
is a period of a thousand years in which there is no evidence 
that Roman coloni existed north of the Danube at all ; finally, 
place names are the most persistent archaeological records, and 
of Rumanian place names virtually none are of Latin origin. 
The great weight of authority is for regarding the present pop- 
ulation as a back surge from Dacia Aureliana (Bulgaria and 
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Servia), occurring toward the end of the twelfth century. The 
maintenance of any other theory is substantially a matter of 
vigorous assertion without direct proof. Those who uphold 
the thesis of a Roman origin are numerous and skilled in 
dialectics, but the indirect proof they offer substantially amounts 
to a claim that in a period of one hundred and sixty years the 
sparse Roman settlers, whose very existence is doubtful, united 
with and modified the native Dacian population to such an ex- 
tent as to create a new race. The anthropologists are as helpless 
as the historians, so widely do the physical traits of Rumanians, 
even within the kingdom, differ from each other. In Moldavia 
the majority are short-headed, in Wallachia the reverse. The 
majority in both lands have clear-cut features, very many are 
Roman-nosed, but many have noses and lips of the Mongolian 
type. Among the brown-haired mass a quarter have black 
hair, three per cent are blonde and two per cent red-haired. 
The brows of all are broad and their eye-cavities large ; three- 
quarters are dark-eyed, while the rest have grey eyes, blue eyes 
being very rare. Such indications give no satisfactory solution 
of the question. 

The two remaining elements of the Balkan population are not 
numerous relatively, though actually they are so pervasive and 
so active as to be everywhere in evidence. The Gypsies are 
the tinkers, the metal-workers. Generally they are nomadic, but 
in Servia, Bosnia and the Dobrudja there are numerous villages 
in which they regularly dwell, for the greater part of the year 
at least. Ragged, unkempt, filthy, importunate, they play an 
important r61e in necessary occupations which the natives dis- 
dain. Finally, there are the Jews, almost exclusively of the 
Ashkenazi branch ; peddlers, shop-keepers, money-lenders or 
bankers. As creditors they hold entire populations under con- 
trol. They are sternly orthodox in their inflexible ritual, dog- 
matic and mysterious in their business transactions. For the 
most part they speak the Yiddish dialect of German and Hebrew, 
a tongue unfamiliar to those among whom they live. They are 
hated and feared ; and, especially in Rumania, where they are 
very numerous, they are savagely persecuted. The superstitious, 
ignorant folk, made to suffer at the hands of the Jews for their 



694 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXVI 

unthrift and recklessness in money matters, are easily roused to 
fury. In Constantinople particularly, in Salonica and, to a less 
degree, in rural Macedonia, there are colonies of Sephardim, or 
Spanish-Portuguese Israelites, whose characteristics are entirely 
different from those of the Ashkenazim, and who generally 
are respected, often admired, by those among whom they live. 

The total population of the Balkan peninsula is not far from 
thirty-five million, divided approximately as follows : in Turkey, 
six million ; in Bulgaria, four million ; in Rumania, nearly 
seven million ; in Servia, nearly three million ; in Greece, about 
the same ; in Montenegro, three hundred thousand. The dis- 
tricts of Bosnia, Herzegovina, Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia, 
under Austro-Hungarian sway, have about ten million inhab- 
itants. In blood, in character, in appearance, in language, in 
institutions, the South Slavic element is overwhelmingly in the 
majority. 

The Rumanians plume themselves on Roman origin, on a high 
civilization, on modern advancement. They exclude themselves 
from the sisterhood of Balkan states. They have strained re- 
lations with Hungary, which ruthlessly " magyarizes " their kins- 
folk within her borders ; and they cannot forgive Russia the 
forced exchange of the fertile Bessarabia for the swampy, 
dreary Dobrudja. For this district, however, Bulgaria has 
greedy eyes, as also for expansion in Macedonia. Within both 
these territories are many Rumanians, and the metropolis does 
not lose sight of its mission to protect these wherever found ; it 
would, according to the Balkan idea of statesmanship, have a 
right to intervene in their behalf, if convenient. 

But Rumania has no overpowering, all-mastering ambition 
like that of Bulgaria, which dreams of restoring eventually its 
pristine glories, and in the meantime of annexing the part of 
Servia which it considers Bulgarian (Nish-Laskowatz) and the 
Slavic districts of Macedonia, conclusively proven to be Bul- 
garian, as they hold, by certain linguistic eccentricities corre- 
sponding to their own, and of securing a harbor or two on the 
^Egean to supplement those it possesses on the Euxine. It is 
especially embittered because, having conquered Servia in the 
war of 1885, the Dual Monarchy forbade its gathering any 
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fruits of victory. Against Russia it is almost equally exasper- 
ated, because, having assumed Bulgaria's debt to Turkey of 
nearly twenty million dollars, the czar has shown an intolerable 
tendency to dictation. 

The Serbo-Croats have another great idea, equally deep-seated 
and equally dazzling, to wit, the restoration of the Servian em- 
pire, which would include Servia, Montenegro, Bosnia, Herze- 
govina, Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia. The little Servia of 
today is economically at the mercy of Austria-Hungary, and 
this double-headed state has firmly grasped the other Servian 
lands, except Montenegro, physically insignificant, but morally 
signifying very much indeed. There is therefore a threefold 
chasm among the Serbo-Croats : the confessional, some being 
Roman, others Greek ; the political, due to the rivalry of Bel- 
grade and Cettinje in scarcely veiled efforts for the leadership ; 
the economic, expressed in the inclinations of many toward the 
prosperity attained under Austro-Hungarian administration, 
while others are ready to sacrifice everything for national unity 
and mastery in the Balkans. 

The Greeks, too, still labor with their passion for expansion 
and dream of the ultimate establishment of a new Greek empire, 
in possession of Constantinople. They have more brains and, 
small as Hellas is, more money at their command than any others. 
They claim, when the question shall again be reopened, not 
only Epirus and Thessaly but Macedonia also, as well as Crete 
and the islands on the Asiatic shore of the ^Egean. 

The Greek claim to Macedonia cannot rest on ethnographical 
grounds, nor is it much stronger if based on confessional rela- 
tions. Of a population numbering two and three-quarter mil- 
lions a tenth only are Greeks. Of the people living under the 
Greek patriarchate half are Slavs, of whom the great majority, 
three-fourths, belong to the Bulgarian church. In Macedonia 
there are 90,000 Spanish Jews, 70,000 Arumanians, 50,000 Al- 
banians and 20,000 Turks. All told, there are almost 100,000 
Mohammedans of various race stocks ; as in Bosnia, these in- 
clude the descendants of the upper classes who confessed Islam 
at the time of the Turkish conquest in order to retain possession 
of their properties. The language spoken south of Bulgaria is 
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in its few idiosyncrasies like that of Bulgaria ; to the south of 
Servia the popular speech is pure Servian. 

The Turkey of today exhibits more clearly than ever before 
its utter dependence on the great powers of Europe and less 
than ever gives evidence of either actual or possible national 
life. The faith and trust of the Turks — that is, of the idealists 
among them who have seen something of western ways — in con- 
stitutions and parliaments and unitary administration are pathetic. 
Their confidence that these institutions will prove the universal 
solvent of race and religious antipathies and will create a homo- 
geneous, loyal, Turkish people has had many rude shocks. 

Only an utterly disinterested traveler, with knowledge of land 
and people, could get at the truth as to the underlying passions 
of all the stocks that swarm and seethe and brood and wage 
guerilla warfare south of the Danube and east of Fiume. Such 
an investigator has not yet been among them ; but from super- 
ficial observation and the reading of such investigations as have 
been made, mostly journalistic and none dispassionate, it seems 
clear that the race passion of Germanism, arrayed all along 
the irregular Slavic line and embattled for self-preservation, is 
likely for many, many generations to embody itself in victorious 
battalions. The rest of Europe has seen with jealous eyes the 
consolidation of Germanic empire, not only in Germany itself 
but in the Austro- Hungarian monarchy, no longer the discordant, 
jangling congeries of hostile peoples it has so long been, but 
with the introduction of universal suffrage and a true represent- 
ative system of government slowly but surely forming a confed- 
erate nationality and developing an internal prosperity which 
soothes asperities. Both British and French pamphleteers have 
imagined a federation of the Balkan states and a union of South 
Slavs as a counterbalance to the Dual Monarchy and a possible 
check upon the steady advance of German power toward the 
^Egean, across Asia Minor, to the Persian Gulf. Of course all 
things are possible ; but the probability, in the light of recent 
events, is that the existing conditions in European Turkey will 
be maintained. 

William Milligan Sloane. 
[7*0 be continued^ 



